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Greyatone Studios, Inc. 


A.C SLINN, president of the Ohio Edison Company. reports rapid 
Prog’ -s is being made on the 35,000-kw. addition to the company’s 
Gero: plant and completion is expected well ahead of time 
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SODIUM LIGHTING 


... the ‘“Caution Color’’ 
Adds Extra Value to Safety Lighting 


DANGEROUS INTERSECTIONS 


The advance golden- 
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the sallkcieccadd teidies. NTERSECTIONS with unfavorable accident expe- 
tion of whether the in- rience deserve sodium lighting. The street or highway 
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tersection is occupied ileage represented is a small but very important part 
by a vehicle or pedes- ae P Mens P 


= Sissi are: detele les. of the total and can be economically protected with a 
tures that can be pro- fixed lighting system. Sodium lighting serves a dual 
vided best with sodium purpose in intersection lighting: 

illumination. 


The distinctive golden-yellow sodium color gives 


RAILROAD UNDERPASSES advance warning of a danger point. 


Leiv head roan, epislae Sodium luminaires furnish an adequate level of 
roadway, narrowing well-distributed light at the intersection. Darkness 
pavement make under- lack of adequate visibility —is eliminated; vehicles 


ee ie cae and pedestrians are easily seen. 


First, by warning; then, The Novalux Type M-2 luminaire--a most efficient 
| by clearly revealing the combination of parabolic and plane surfaces—is recom- 
ee a mended for most intersections. If a more ornamental day- 
8 a. cad ee time appearance is wanted, the globe-type Form 81 lumi- 

naire is suggested. Why not light your dangerous inter- 
RAILROAD CROSSINGS sections? It’s often the “‘spark’’ needed to get public 
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Ohio Edison Building 
Steam Plant Addition 


Work on new $3,600,000 addition to Gorge station is progressing 
rapidly, with completion expected well ahead of schedule — Will 
house B. & W. boiler and Westinghouse 35,000-kw. unit 


Work on the new $3,600,000 addition 
to the Gorge steam power plant of 
Ohio Edison Co. is progressing rapidly 
and it is expected that if present sched- 
ules are maintained it will be com- 
pleted well ahead of time, according to 
President A. C. Blinn. 

The new addition will house a 35.,- 
000-kw. Westinghouse turbo-generator 
and auxiliary equipment. The order 
was placed last December and work on 
the addition was started in June. It 
is expected that it will be in operation 
some time in the fall of 1942. 


Load Growth 


Authorized in anticipation of in- 
creased demands for power from gen- 
eral consumers and defense-booming 
Akron industry, orders for the equip- 
ment were placed six months ahead of 
normal time because manufacturers 
were receiving orders in such heavy 
volume. 

One job which the company com- 
pleted this year was the installation 
of a new 20,000-kva. synchronous con- 
denser at the Gorge station at a cost 
of approximately $220,000. It marked 
another step forward in the policy of 
the utility of constantly improving the 
character of service it furnishes to its 
customers. 

The new 35,000-kw. Westinghouse 
turbo-generator will generate energy at 
14.400 volts. Steam for the turbine 
will be supplied from a new Babcock 


& Wilcox boiler having a capacity of 
450,000 lb. per hour and operating at 
850 lb. and 850 deg. 

A new transformer station of 45.000 
kva. capacity will be installed adjacent 
to the plant addition to handle the 
output of the new unit. 

Between the addition and the present 
Gorge power plant a three-story office 
building will be erected to conform to 
the architecture of the new addition. 
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NEW UNIT—View of the fifth 35,000-kw. 
Edison Co. has installed in its Toronto power station. 


It will contain offices of the plant 
superintendent and his staff, as well as 
locker and shower facilities for the en- 
tire personnel, and an auditorium with 
a seating capacity for 100 people. 


Montana Power Serves 
Chromium Mine 


Montana Power Co. will furnish power 
for the Ben Bow property being opened 
by the Anaconda Copper Co. A 650-ton 
mill has already been built at the mine 
site, where a chromium deposit of low 
grade but with almost limitless quantity 
is said to be in sight. The utility is build- 
ing a 50-kv.. 14-mile line from the Co- 
lumbus-Mystic Lake line and will in- 
stall 1.200 kw. of transformer capacity, 
at the mine. 








Westinghouse turbo-generator which Ohio 


The company is now making a 


$3,600,000 addition to its Gorge plant for a new 35,000-kw. unit 
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LOS ANGELES STEAM ADDITION—Construction progress on foundation for first boiler 


of new Harbor steam plant (65.000 kw.) of Los Angeles 


Bureau of Power and Light, 


scheduled for operation late next year 


Los Angeles Orders 
New 65,000-Kw. Unit 


Contracts have been let by the Los 
Angeles Bureau of Power and Light for 
a second 65,000-kw. steam turbo-gener- 
ator to be installed in the Harbor steam 
plant now under construction. The ma- 
chine is scheduled for operation in 
1943, supplementing the first unit, 
which will begin production before the 
winter of 1942. The installation has 
been given an A-2 project priority 
rating because of its importance in 
assuring a continued reliable energy 
supply for defense industries in the Los 
Angeles area. 

Westinghouse Electric & Manufac- 
turing Co. received the contract for the 
65,000-kw. unit on a bid of $1.021.682. 
Riley Stoker Co. will furnish a 570,000- 
lb.-per-hour boiler at a contract figure 
of $696,906. The boilers will be 
equipped to burn natural gas, oil or 
coal. Both Riley and Westinghouse are 
furnishing the original the 
plant. 


units in 


Chicago Utility Files 
Plea for FPC Rehearing 


An application for rehearing and re- 
argument was filed last week with the 
Federal Power Commission by Chicago 
District Electric Generating Corp. of 
Chicago on the commission’s opinion 
and order of July 16. This opinion ap- 
plied the prudent investment theory as 
a basis of rate making and ordered the 
corporation to cut its rates to Common- 
wealth Edison Co. of Chicago by $521.- 
978 a year by establishing the corpora- 
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tion’s rate base of $34,355,469 and fix- 
ing the rate of return at 54% percent 
thereon. 

Col. R. H. James, president of the 
Chicago District Electric Generating 
Corp., declined to comment on the ap- 
plication. “We are the unfortunate ani- 
mal in the cage,” Colonel James stated, 
“and we don’t have anything to say 
just now.” 
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Nebraska Power Starts 
Customer Survey 


To become better acquainted, to pro- 
vide a medium of selling the cheapness 
and value of purchased electric service, 
to develop sales leads on additional use 
and to uncover any possible dissatisfac- 
tion or ideas of competitive sources of 
power, Nebraska Power Co. has started 
a special survey of commercial custom- 
ers. About 10 percent of all such users 
on the company’s lines, in a group with 
demands of 4 to 20 kw. and using 600 
to 4,000 kw.-hr. a month have been 
selected for this. In the main three con- 
tacts are made on each. On the first 
call, a simple questionnaire form is em- 
ployed to cover systematically the points 
desired. The second contact is the pres- 
entation by mail, of a report on the cus- 
tomer’s use of service suggesting prof- 
itable further uses. The third contact 
is a call back for reaction to the report. 

Initial results from the first week's 
experiments with the plan in favorable 
customer reaction and effectiveness of 
developing information are gratifying. 
Later on it is planned to extend the 
survey to certain industrial customers. 

Final results of the activity will be 
available later. 


ELECTRICAL 


NEWS BRIEFS 


DuRING THE PAST YEAR Cleveland 
women’s clubs were permitted to choose 
certain appliances up to the limit of 
the earned award values for attendance 
at various Electrical League educa- 
tional programs. It was interesting to 
note that the first four chosen were: 
Pin-it-up lamp 46, casserole 37, roaster 
32 and kitchen clock 27. 


Customers oF Wisconsin Public 
Service Corp. can pay their electric and 
gas bills although the office is closed. 
A slot in the waiting room has been 
installed and envelopes are provided 
in which deposits can be placed. 


Comes now the Chamber of Com- 
merce of Cheboygan, Mich., in defense 
of the honor of that community to re- 
fute the publicized fact that Mt. Os- 
borne, hog fuel pile of Portland General 
Electric at its Station “L” in Portland 
(ELectricAL Wor tp, August 2), is the 
highest and largest in the world. Che- 
boygan claims it has a sawdust pile 
covering a ground area of 1,000 by 
600 ft 100 ft. high and containing more 
than the 10,500,000 cu.ft. over Mt. 
Osborne. In the meantime Mt. Osborne’s 
height of 150 ft. still stands as tops in 
elevation. 


A LINE FOREMAN mystified engineers 
who had difficulty locating a fault in 
a buried cable. He asked for the fault 
to be energized and quickly found the 
spot. Emerging earthworms were his 
fault locater. 


“SELLING BEGINS at 50” is the slogan 
of a commercial and industrial lighting 
sales campaign now in progress in 
Southern California Edison territory. 
A $5 bonus is paid to each man who, 
from June 23 to November 30, sells a 
maintained 50 ft.-candle iob. 


Kansas City Power & Licut Co. 
reports a phenomenal increase in the 
number of meters on its system for the 
first six months of 1941. Total gain 
from January 1 to July 31, 1941, is 
reported as 2,318, or a weekly average 
of approximately 75 meters. In June 
the increase was 318 and in July 362. 


FoR THE FIRST TIME in its existence 
the General Electric Company was made 
the beneficiary under the will of a re- 
tired employee. John E. Popper. an 
engineer who was in the employ of the 
company. 30 years ago, has left $1,000 
to the company to assist one or more 
students in the training courses. Mr. 
Popper was general manager o! the 
Mukden (Manchuria) Electric Light 
Works when he retired in 1934. 
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Power Authority Battle 


Impends in Congress 


Debate imminent on Ickes’ proposal for one-man administrator 


responsible 


to him as against Bone-Smith bill for 


three-man board identified with local interests 


A “showdown” battle between two 
schools of New Deal public power ad- 
vocates is shaping up in Congress. In- 
troduction of an “anti-Ickes” bill for 
administration of the projected Colum- 
bia River Authority (Grand Coulee and 
Bonneville) puts squarely before the 
legislative body the issue of a local 
form of control versus centralization 
within the Department of Interior. 

The new bill, sponsored jointly by 
Senator Bone and Representative Smith, 
both of Washington, provides for a 
three-man board appointed by the 
President and confirmed by the Sen- 
ate, a la TVA. Previously, after much 
discussion and attempts to satisfy other 
interests, Secretary Ickes had _intro- 
duced a measure providing for a single 
administrator responsible to him. 


Future Disputes 


This same split over type of adminis- 
tration of public power developments 
is shaping up in the Arkansas Valley 
Authority scheme proposed by Con- 
gressman Ellis. His original bill pro- 
vided for a TVA-type board, but a sub- 
sequent proposed amendment sets up 
an administrator under Ickes and a 
regional advisory board. The dispute 
will come up again—unless settled in 
the meantime—when time comes to 
write legislation creating a Central 
Valley Authority, the main projects of 
which are now being built by the In- 
terior’s Bureau of Reclamation. 

The dispute, as related to the Pacific 
Northwest, is expected to get a public 
airing in a few weeks. Senator Bone 
plans to call for hearings on his bill, 
and the committee is certain to put 
both measures up for discussion simul- 
taneously. 

A Columbia Power Authority with 
full local autonomy, well integrated 
with community life, is his aim, Sena- 
tor Bone stated in a letter received 
recently in Spokane. Eighty percent of 
the proposals in the two bills are iden- 
tical and the measures “part company” 
only in the matter of the type of man- 
agement, the Senator wrote. 

“We have become completely con- 
vinced that the only safe course is to 
create a wholly independent agency in 
our Northwest, the officials will live 
there and be accessible at all times to 
the people of that section.” the Senator 
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said. “I share the view of my brethren 
in the state who believe we should 
create something that would be inte- 
grated into our community life... .” 
This viewpoint was disputed by Mr. 
Ickes, who asserted in an address at 
Spokane last week that the Northwest 
need not fear federal interference in 
the administration and operation of its 
power projects and that such fears were 
either simulated or stimulated by men 
and interests inimical to the whole 
program of government power develop- 
ment. Mr. Ickes said that some who 
ought to know better have broken forth 
during the last year or two with absurd 
charges as to his “designs” on the 
state of Washington. Saying that all 
this was the sheerest poppycock, the 





GRAND COULEE INTERCONNECTION— 
Preparatory to initial operation of the first 
108,000-kw. unit at Grand Coulee late in 
August, work is being rushed on the tie- 
line that will interconnect the plant with 
the Bonneville transmission network. Here 
is a rigger riding one of the three light- 
ning arresters that will protect each unit 
down the face of the power house. The 
arrester, and its accompanying insulators, 
is 15 ft. long. One of the takeoff towers on 
the power house roof shows at the right 
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invention of an ingenious if errant 
mind, the Secretary continued, “I do 
not have to be told the name of the 
agency in the federal government that 
circulates the product of this mind.” 
Earlier in the day, speaking in a con- 
struction mess hall at Grand Coulee 
Dam, Mr. Ickes had exhorted: “You 
people should quit fussing about trivial- 
ities, such as trying to divide three into 
one,” thus referring to the controversy 
over the form of administration of the 
Columbia River power projects. 


Utility Will Not Be 
Sold, Says Proctor 


Carroll L. Proctor, president of the 
Toledo Edison Co., informed City Coun- 
cil that his company is not for sale 
and expressed the opinion that it prob- 
ably will not be for sale in the near 
future, following deliberations of Coun- 
cil on a proposed resolution which 
would authorize New York brokerage 
interests to begin negotiations with 
Cities Service Co. officials for munici- 
pal purchase of local light and power 
facilities. 

Mr. Proctor said that while it is true 
the SEC has ordered Cities Service to 
dispose of either the electric or gas and 
oil divisions of its holdings, an appli- 
cation is now before the commission 
to allow separation of the power and 
light units into integrated regional 
operating companies. 

Under this plan the Toledo Edison 
Co. and the Ohio Public Service Co. 
holdings would be banded together into 
one company whose stock would be 
turned over to present holders of Cities 
Service preferred stock. Mr. Proctor 
pointed out that even if the SEC re- 
fused to approve this plan, or some 
modification of it, and ordered sale of 
some subsidiaries. it would be likely 
that the Cities Service Power & Light 
Co. would choose to retain its holdings 
in preference to smaller power and 
light companies in Missouri and Colo- 
rado. 


FPC Defers Hearing 


Federal Power Commission has post- 
poned the public hearing concerning 
accounting by the Pacific Power & 
Light Co. from August 25 to September 
29. The hearing will be held in Port- 
land, Ore. The commission announced 
its order granting the petition of the 
Public Utilities Commissioner of Ore- 
gon to become an intervener and a 
party to the proceeding subject to 
the rules and_ regulations of the 


commission. 
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Emergency No Reason 
to Relax Regulation 


Railroad and utilities commissioners told by Basil Manly, FPC, that 
rapidly changing economic and financial conditions affecting 
utilities call for more vigilant and effective regulation 


“There should be no suspension of 
effective regulation of utilities during 
the emergency” despite the many regu- 
latory problems arising directly or in- 
directly from the defense program, 
declared Federal Power Commissioner 
Basil Manly in an address to the fall 
meeting of the National Association of 
Railroad and Utilities Commissioners 
at St. Paul, Minn., this week. 

“The rapid changes in economic and 
financial conditions resulting from the 
emergency,” the speaker said, “will un- 
questionably call for greater vigilance 
and more effective regulation than dur- 
ing what we are pleased to call normal 
periods, but, by the same token, regula- 
tory bodies will be successful in meet- 
ing emergency conditions only by 
speeding up the processes by which 
they determine the adjustments that 
should be made in the public interest. 
The leisurely procedure of reproduc- 
tion cost evaluation will be even less 
effective during the emergency than it 
has been in the past. There will be 
greater need for accurate, up-to-date 
information upon which sound and 
prompt decisions can be made.” 


Emergency Amortization 


Discussing problems relating to the 
amortization of emergency facilities, 
the commissioner said it was clear that 
investments in facilities which have a 
useful life limited to the emergency 
period should be amortized during that 
period. He pointed out, however, that 
the service life of most of the new 
generating plants, substations and 
transmission lines needed in the defense 
program will extend for many years be- 
yond the emergency period and there- 
fore the public interest would not jus- 
tify any attempt to amortize during the 
emergency the investment in such facili- 
ties. Terming the problem “essentially 
one of depreciation,” he pointed out 
that the setting aside of larger amounts 
for depreciation during the emergency 
period when power facilities are loaded 
to capacity would have a very desirable 
effect upon the financial conditions of 
the utilities, particularly those utilities 
which now have inadequate deprecia- 
tion reserves because of inadequate de- 
preciation charges prior to effective 
regulation. “It is difficult to imagine a 
better use of increased profits result- 
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ing from capacity operations than to in- 
crease inadequate depreciation reserves. 
It may well be an anchor to windward 
against whatever financial and indus- 
trial storms may hereafter arise.” 

Turning to the problem of revenue 
increases resulting from the national 
defense program, Mr. Manly said that 
rate reductions obviously would not be 
justified where a utility may be receiv- 
ing large revenues during a brief priod 
with the expectation of suffering a seri- 
ous decline when the emergency de- 
mand is ended. Just as obviously, he 
added, basic rates should not be in- 
creased to take care of a merely tem- 
porary increase in expenses. 


Sacrifices Necessary 


“We are now entering a period,” he 
continued, “in which no individual or 
corporation can reasonably or properly 
expect to maintain unabated the eco- 
nomic status to which it has become 
accustomed. Everybody will sooner or 
later have to make sacrifices for the 
common good. Adjustments from time 
to time will necessarily have to be made 
to meet changing conditions and to 
assure a continuation of maximum serv- 
ice. But this does not mean, in my opin- 
ion, that the nation should underwrite 
perpetual prosperity for any industry 
or economic group. We are all in the 
same boat and should 
together.” 

The attitude of the Federal Power 
Commission toward these amortization 
and revenue problems may be shown by 
two principles established in connec- 
tion with the diversion of additional 
water at Niagara Falls to meet de- 
fense power needs in the Buffalo- 
Niagara Falls area. In negotiations with 
the Niagara Falls Power Company for 
amendment of license to cover the in- 
creased diversion, the Commission 
stipulated that (1) there should be no 
excess profits in meeting the require- 
ments of national defense and (2) that 
the investment in facilities useful only 
during the emergency should be amor- 
tized during that period. 

“The executives of American utilities 
do not, in my opinion,” the Commis- 
sioner concluded, “desire or expect to 
earn excess profits from their activities 
in meeting the enormous demands for 
power arising out of the requirements 


sink or swim 
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for national defense. With rare excep- 
tions, they have cooperated whole- 
heartedly with the government in meet- 
ing those demands. And, in those cases 
where efforts may be made to convert 
the nation’s power requirements into 
additional dollars of excess profits, the 
regulatory processes of the state and 
federal commissions should be, and will 
be, exerted effectively to restrain them.” 


Will Discontinue 
Appliance Sales 


As soon as present stocks are depleted 
the Mississippi Power & Light Co., 
Jackson, will discontinue the sale of 
major appliances, according to a re- 
cent announcement made by L. M. Tay- 
lor, general sales manager. All Missis- 
sippi Power & Light Co. stores, except 
those in inactive dealer towns, will 
neither stock nor sell major appliances. 

This step was taken because of the 
growth of an aggressive dealer organ- 
ization which has taken full advantage 
of the assistance and co-operation of- 
fered by manufacturers, jobbers, dis- 
tributors and the utility’s dealer sales 
programs and campaigns to sell major 
appliances. 

It is anticipated that by January 1, 
1942, the company will have no major 
appliances in stock. 

In a continuance of its policy to give 
all-out aid to the dealer, the company 
is adding two new dealer co-ordinators 
and one home service adviser. 

The company will continue to sell 
small appliances such as_ roasters, 
toasters, mixers, lamp bulbs and I.E.S. 
lamps. 


Authorized to Transfer 
Plattsburg Facilities 


New York State Electric & Gas Corp. 
has been authorized by the state Public 
Service Commission to transfer to the 
city of Plattsburg certain distribution 
and street lighting facilities for a total 
consideration not to exceed $1,856, the 
amount covering all costs and expenses 
incidental to the transfer of the prop- 
erty. 

Last April the city purchased the elec- 
tric distribution system of the utility in 
Plattsburg for $180,000. The sum ap- 
proved in the commission’s new order is 
for fixed capital additions made by the 
company to the distribution system be- 
tween November 30, 1940 and April 1, 
1941. The capital additions include 
distribution equipment of all kinds 
from station to customer. 
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New Capacity to Serve 
Wisconsin Defense Load 


Green Bay area of Wisconsin Public Service adding 30,000-kw. 
unit and making interconnections tapping important 
systems to west and south 


Construction is generally proceeding 
satisfactorily on the $2,650,000, 30-000- 
kw. addition to the Bayside steam sta- 
tion now under way at Green Bay, 
according to president J. P. Pulliam of 
Wisconsin Public Service Co. While 
some delay is anticipated in the de- 
livery of equipment, present indications 
are that the new unit, which increases 
Bayside’s present 22,000 kw. capacity 
to 52,000 kw., will be ready for service 
around the middle of 1942. Most of the 
foundation work has been completed. 

Although the new structure will be 
part of the present plant, it will operate 
as an entirely separate unit with its 
own fuel supply, boiler, substation and 
other essentials. The new Allis-Chalm- 
ers unit will operate at 650 lb., 900 deg. 
total temperature. ' 

The new unit at Bayside will lend 
better balance to the system, permit 
more economical operation of the hydro 
plants during low water periods and 
offer lowest possible steam generation 
costs during light-load periods. Its addi- 
tion to the system will increase the com- 
pany’s total steam capacity to 72,000 
kw., with two older plants strategically 
located at Oshkosh and Manitowoc. 
Hydro capacity at the present time 
totals approximately 65,000 kw., princi- 
pally on the Wisconsin, Peshtigo and 
Menominee rivers. 


Other Improvements 


Other system improvements now in 
progress include a new 66-kw. H-frame 
line between the Bayside plant at Green 
Bay and the company’s Manitowoc 
steam plant, which will eliminate pres- 
ent dependence upon the single-pole 
line now skirting the busy highway be- 
tween these two cities. With ten sub- 
marines being built at the Manitowoc 
shipyards, every precaution is being 
taken to make certain that there will 
be no interruption of service. Work on 
the 34-mile line is very near completion, 
all poles having been set and most of 
the wire strung. Substation work has 
start-d at each end of the line, and bar- 
ring .nexpected delays in the receipt of 
material, the energizing schedule calls 
for completion of this $306,000 project 
Within the next few weeks. 

Re pid progress is also being made on 
the £200,000 interconnection at Green 
Bay, with the Wisconsin Michigan 
Power Co. (Wisconsin Electric Power 


Co.). A 20,000-kw. substation connect- 
ing the 132,000-volt line of Wisconsin 
Michigan Power with the 66,000-volt 
lines of Wisconsin Public Service Corp. 
is scheduled for completion around 
September 1. 

Engineering work is progressing on 
various other possible interconnections 
with neighboring utilities to be made 
early in 1942, one being Wisconsin 
Power & Light Co. Present proposals 
contemplate a 15-mile, 66,000-volt trans- 
mission line from Oshkosh to Fond du 
Lac, interconnecting the 66,000-volt 
lines of both companies. With the com- 
pletion of this proposed interconnection, 
Wisconsin Public Service Corp.’s power 
system would be interconnected with 
the system of Northern States Power to 
the west, with Wisconsin Michigan 
Power at Green Bay and with Wiscon- 
sin Power & Light in the south. 

Wisconsin Public Service Corp. sales 
of electric service continue to show 
satisfactory increases in almost all 
classes of service, Mr. Pulliam declared, 
despite the effect of rate reductions 
made earlier in the year. Residential 
electric revenues increased 3 percent 
over the first six months of 1940, com- 


mercial revenues were up 4 percent, 
rural 7.4 percent and industrial 13.6 
percent. Industrial revenues show a 
rather substantial increase, due largely 
to the effects of the national defense 
program. Net earnings, however, have 
shown but little improvement. 

The company’s sales promotion activi- 
ties have continued to center in the “75 
percent discount plan.” After a year’s 
experience with this unique selling tool 
the company has found customers to be 
uniformly well satisfied and better in- 
formed on its advantages than during 
1940. Sales of I.E.S. lamps under the 
plan have continued to be most satis- 
factory. During the two three-month 
campaigns 22,000 lamps were sold, an 
average of one to every three of the 
company’s residential customers. 


Sales Are Up 


Sales of other major load-building ap- 
pliances have also shown substantial in- 
creases. The volume of merchandise 
sales for the first six months of the year 
is running more than 15 percent ahead 
of 1940. 

The company’s industrial customers 
are busy on many kinds of defense work, 
most prominent jobs being the building 
of submarines at Manitowoc, Wis., and 
other naval vessels at Sturgeon Bay, 
Wis. Other firms at Oshkosh, Sheboy- 
gan, Green Bay, Marinette, Wausau, 
Stevens Point, Rhinelander and other 
cities served by the company have large 
contracts for leather gloves, rubber 
clothing, work garments, paper prod- 
ucts, castings, forgings, machine parts, 
tools and a host of other products. 
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CROSSING TOWERS GO UP—Most of the line work on Wisconsin Public Service Co.'s 

new 66-kv. wood-pole transmission line from Green Bay to Manitowoc is nearing comple- 

tion despite delayed material shipments. Related substations are somewhat behind 
schedule, however. Picture shows river crossing towers being erected 
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Proposed Electric Range 
Tax Called Discrimination 


Hotpoint Chairman Hughes asks Senate committee to treat 
electric ranges and electric water heaters 
like equipment using other fuels 


Testifying in mid-August before the 
Senate finance committee regarding the 
pending manufacturers’ excise tax bill 
(HR 5417), Hotpoint’s board chairman 
George A. Hughes told legislators that 
in classing electric ranges and water 
heaters with electric table appliances as 
“luxury” items an apparently uninten- 
tional discrimination was being made. 
Contending that electric ranges are a 
necessity and not a luxury, Mr. Hughes 
suggested that the authors of the bill, 
having referred to the 1939 Census of 
Manufactures, had, without realizing it, 
included these necessary items in the 
bill for a tax of 10 percent of list price, 
because the census classifies them as 
“electric appliances.” 


Eliminating Discrimination 


Mr. Hughes suggested two alterna- 
tives as a means of eliminating the 
apparent discrimination against electric 
stoves: (1) That the clause in question 
be changed to read: “Electric table ap- 
pliances of the type used for household 
cooking, warming er keeping warm, 
food or beverages for consumption on 
the premises, or (2) that a much lower 
tax on wl cook stoves replace the 10 
percent tax on electric cook stoves. He 
indicated that the latter course could 
materially increase revenue from the bill 
without imposing unfair burdens on in- 
dividua] manufacturers and the buying 
public. A 214 percent tax on all cook 
stoves would yield twice as much reve- 
nue as the proposed 10 percent tax on 
electric cook stoves alone, he said. 

In connection with that section of the 
bill applying to electric water heaters, 
Mr. Hughes said: “If it is necessary to 
produce revenue from taxing household 
hot water supply systems or appliances, 
then please apply the same percentage 
of tax to all kinds.” He pointed out 
that discriminatory tax on electric water 
heaters would provide the government 
with only little more than one-eighth of 
the total revenue available from equal 
tax applying to all water heaters. 

Mr. Hughes showed further that the 
bill as now drafted discriminates against 
the public welfare. He said: “For 
example, I believe you will be interested 
to know that there are more than 8,500.,- 
000 homes wired for electricity which 
do not have city gas. Should these homes 
be penalized, compared with their urban 
cousins?” 
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He referred specifically to those 
twenty cities where the committee sen- 
ators have their homes, three of which 
have no city gas, and in all of which 
the cost of electric cooking is low. 

Mr. Hughes called attention to the 
fact that the entire rural electrification 
program would be handicapped by a 
discriminatory tax on electric ranges 
and water heaters. 

He pointed out that use of electric 
ranges should be encouraged in time of 
national emergency because: 

1. They use less steel and iron by 
weight than other types of stoves. 

2. They conserve transportation facili- 
ties—40 percent use electricity gener- 
ated by water power, 
hauling other fuels. 

3. They save time and labor, conserve 
vitamins in foods; are safe, clean and 
economical. 


thus saving 


P.G. & E. Summer Peak 


Summer peak on the system of the 
Pacific Gas & Electric Co., caused by 
a combination of normal and defense 


equipment. 


demands, totaled 1,194,700 kw., an in- 
crease of approximately 60,000 kw. 
over 1940. Peak day was July 22, 
when irrigation load was at its maxi- 
mum. _  Kilowatt-hour sendout was 
22,812,000, giving the system an indi- 
cated daily load factor of 80.65 per 
cent for the day. 


Court Orders Utilities 
to Give Accounting 


Supreme Court Justice Francis D. 
McGarey, Mineola, Long Island, in a 
recent decision held that preferred-stock 
holders of the Queens Borough Gas & 
Electric Co. and of the Nassau & Suf- 
folk Lighting Co. were entitled to an 
accounting of the profits of those firms 
and of the Long Island Lighting Co., 
by which the two companies are con- 
trolled. 

The plaintiffs, in their action, con- 
tended that profits of their companies 
were siphoned off by the Long Island 
Lighting Co. and that as a result they 
failed to receive $2,000,000 in dividends 
to which they were entitled. Justice 
McGarey’s decision did not sustain the 
plaintiffs’ claim that they were entitled 
to reimbursement, but merely affirmed 
their right to have an accounting of 
transactions. 

Complaints against eleven individuals 
who were directors of one or more of 
the utilities companies and against the 
E. L. Phillips Co., a construction con- 
cern, and the Empire Power Co., an 
investment concern, were dismissed. 


QUIETER CONSTRUCTION—Residential areas where Boston Edison men handle com- 
pressed air ir construction work are certain to appreciate the company’s latest method 
of locating the compressor plant inside a truck, virtually soundproofing this important 


The air hose passes from the reel through an opening in the side o! the 


truck, thus avoiding interference with other work 
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Refrigeration Gets 
Priority Rating 


Two OPACS civilian allocation pro- 
grams affecting utilities have been im- 
plemented with formal priority ma- 
chinery by OPM. One is designed to 
insure adequate supplies of chlorinated 
hydrocarbon refrigerants for mainte- 
nance of service of industrial and house- 
hold refrigeration and for air condi- 
tioning. The other is intended to make 
available supplies of synthetic resin 
products (plastics) for such essential 
public services as electricity and trans- 
portation. 

In each case the priority plan re- 
quires fulfillment of all defense orders 
ahead of non-defense and stipulates that 
producers must accept defense orders. 
Non-defense refrigerant supplies are to 
be delivered in this preference order: 
(1) Maintenance of refrigeration equip- 
ment already installed and maintenance 
of air conditioning already installed in 
hospitals, clinics and sanatoria; (2) 
maintenance of industrial air condi- 
tioning already installed; (3) mainte- 
nance of other air conditioning already 
installed; (4) manufacture of new re- 
frigeration and air conditioning equip- 
ment. 

The civilian distribution of synthetic 
resins provides that all orders for pub- 
lic and industrial light, heat, power 
and water equipment, transportation, 
and certain other essential services be 
filled first after defense needs are met. 
These orders are given a B-4 rating. 
Orders for radios, household appliances, 
passenger cars, commercial photograph- 
ic equipment, kitchenware, etc., are 
given a B-8 rating and lumped in a sec- 
ondary category. 

Prohibited entirely by the order is 
manufacture of amateur photographic 
equipment, hardware, smokers’ articles, 
advertising items, picture frames, toys, 
etc., made from plastics. This marks 
the first time OPM has ordered stop- 
page of use of certain materials for a 
list of products, an action which, in this 
case, follows an OPACS recommenda- 
tion that such items are not necessary 
during the emergency. 


lan Line Extension 
in Connecticut Valley 


Plans have been completed by the 
Turners Falls Power & Electric Co., 
affiliated with the Western Massachu- 
setts Companies, for the expansion of 
transmission facilities in the central 
Connecticut Valley, at an estimated cost 
of alhout $1,000,000, to serve the Spring- 
field district more effectively. 

It 's proposed to build a new 110-kv. 
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line from Cabot station in Montague 
City through Leverett, Sunderland, Am- 
herst, Granby, South Hadley, Chicopee 
and West Springfield to Agawam and to 
step up the potential of the existing 
Cabot-Chicopee line from 66 to 110 kv. 
About 42 miles of new construction is 
involved, and the estimated costs cover 
right-of-way, $292,763; towers, $181.- 
637; conductors, etc., $199,309; labor, 
$123,463; transportation, $31.095; en- 
gineering and supervision, $170,688. 

The system is connected with the New 
England Power Association system by a 
transmission tie out of Cabot station on 
the Connecticut River, and the United 
Electric Light Co. affiliated system serv- 
ing Springfield is tied into the Turners 
Falls lines both at East and. West 
Springfield. Important defense indus- 
tries are supplied in this area. 


E.E.I. Study Shows Air 
Units Are Smaller 


A definite trend toward smaller 
capacity individual air-conditioning 
units, sharp increases in number of 
air-conditioning installations in resi- 
dences and public buildings and only 
minor changes in the total of air-con- 
ditioning installations of office build- 
ings, theatres, etc., are shown in the 
Air-Conditioning Survey for 1940. Just 
released by C. E. Greenwood, commer- 
cial director, Edison Electric Institute, 
the survey covers last year’s air-con- 
ditioning activities of 177 electric utility 
companies, serving a total population 
of 79,462,730, or almost two-thirds of 
the nation’s population. 

The number of air-conditioning in- 
stallations reported totals 63,468, with 
a total horsepower of 1,083,121, and is 
broken down into thirty classifications 
of air-conditioning installations. For 
the first time the survey offers sum- 
maries by geographical areas. 

The trend toward smaller individual 
units is definitely shown in the residen- 
tial figures, which increased from 2,972 
installations in 1939 to 5,242 in 1940, 
while total horsepewer increased only 
from 3,928 to 4,009. The average horse- 
power per installation for 1939 is 1.3 
hp; for 1940, only 0.7 hp. 

Air-conditioning installations in most 
types of large buildings, such as de- 
partment stores, office buildings, etc.., 
show comparatively small increases 
over 1939. While air conditioning of 
public buildings shows a decrease in 
number of installations, from 62 in 
1939 to 46 in 1940, the total horsepower 
of these installations shows a sharp 
increase—from 3,696 hp. in 1939 to 
15,109 in 1940. Major increases are 
reported in the number of installations 
in small stores and offices, with the 
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average horsepower per installation de- 
creasing. The largest increases in indus- 
trial air-conditioning installations are 
reported for the food processing, metal 
working and textile manufacturing in- 
dustries. 

The Air-Conditioning Survey is avail- 
able from the commercial department. 
Edison Electric Institute, 420 Lexington 
Avenue, New York. N. Y., at $1 per 
copy. 


Southeastern Co-op 
Loses Line Job 


Federal Power Commission has re- 
scinded its order directing an REA co- 
operative to build one of the seven 
emergency transmission lines planned 
as part of the southeastern power pool. 
This job has been turned over to private 
utilities, which can do it better and 
faster. 

The new arrangement provides for 
connecting the Alabama Power Co. 
substation at Pinckard with the Florida 
Power Co. substation at Quincy with a 
110-kv. line in this manner: Florida te 
build a line from Quincy to Marianna; 
Gulf Power Co. to construct facilities at 
Marianna and a line to Graceville sub- 
station; Gulf and Alabama to recon- 
struct a 44-kv. line between Graceville 
and Pinckard to handle the 11-kv. load. 

Previously, FPC directed the Ala- 
bama Electric Co-operative, a new REA 
outfit, to build the line directly tying in 
the private company substations at 
Quincy and Pinckard. Official reason 
for the switch was that FPC had been 
advised that the new arrangement 
would better meet the need. Unofficially 
it was learned that the co-operative was 
having trouble getting materials and 
engineering skills for a job beyond its 
ability. 


Commonwealth Edison 
Cuts Installment Terms 


Board Chairman Charles Y. Freeman 
has announced that Commonwealth 
Edison Co. will increase minimum down 
payments and shorten terms on install- 
ment sales of electric appliances. 

Under the revised schedule, the mini 
mum down payment will be increased to 
10 per cent of the purchase price. The 
maximum number of monthly install- 
ments will vary with the type of appli- 
ance. For electric refrigerators the 
maximum term will be reduced from 
30 to 24 months. 

It seems likely. that the action of 
Edison officials would tend to discour- 
age long-term purchases of appliances 
in volume at this time when unrestricted 
installment buying might have an in- 
flationary effect. 
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Oregon Utility Gets 
Vote of Confidence 


The people of Salem and Woodburn, 
Ore., are overwhelmingly against the 
establishment of a federally dominated 
power monopoly in the Pacific North- 
west, according to recent polls con- 
ducted by the “Front Door Ballot Box” 
organization of Dan E. Clark, 2d. This 
national polling organization has sur- 
veyed many public questions in Oregon 
in recent years and reported its find- 
ings in the Portland Oregonian. 

On the question as to whether the 
bill in Congress which would provide 
the government with $200,000,000 for 
buying all power companies in the 
Northwest should be passed, Woodburn 
voters answered “yes” 35.3 percent, 
“no” 64.7 percent; Salem, “yes” 22.5 
percent, “no” 77.5 percent. Woodburn 
also rejected a bond issue for a munici- 
pal power system by a vote of 67.6 per- 
cent, against 32.4 percent. 

A series of questions asked in Salem 
resulted in a victory for Portland Gen- 
eral Electric Co. Voters rejected 
overwhelmingly two separate electrical 
systems in the business district; in- 
dorsed the rates of the utility as fair 
by a vote of six to one and favored 
continuance of the utility as an indi- 
vidual, free enterprise by 69.7 percent. 
as against 30.3 percent for Bonneville. 


Utility Achieves 
Fuel Oil Saving 


Steam plants connected with the Hart- 
ford Electric Light System and aggre- 
gating 200,000 kw. in rating operated 
64 percent on coal and 36 percent on 
fuel oil in the 80 days between June 1 
and August 20 of this year, according 
to a statement of President Samuel Fer- 
guson to the Connecticut State Council 
of National Defense. This compares with 
25 percent coal and 75 percent fuel 
oil a year ago. 

Normally the increased requirements 
would be cared for by oil instead of 
coal at a far lower cost on account 
of greater efficiency obtainable, so that 
the use of 79,500 tons of coal instead 
of the oil equivalent represents a ma- 
jor conservation achievement on the 
part of the plants involved. The in- 
crease in the amount of coal burned is 
the equivalent of about 355,000 barrels 
of oil. 

Mr. Ferguson further said he doubted 
if this record can be duplicated any- 
where in New England, but for fear 
of frightening customers as to rising 
costs of service he refrained from any 
statements of the added costs incurred 
thereby other than to say that the 


10 (656) 


amounts would be designated by six- 
figure numerals. 

At Hartford stoker or powdered fuel 
equipment has been installed or is in 
process of installation on all boilers 
except the mercury, which is not sus- 
ceptible to the change. The use of coal 
in these boilers is practiced as far as 
load conditions permit. This is not com- 
pletely possible as owing to the very 
heavy 24-hour defense and other loads 
the larger boilers must be kept in con- 
tinuous operation. When burning coal 
there must be a shutdown every few 
days for slag removal. These boilers 
are, however, run at as low a point 
as possible on oil and the balance of the 
load carried by coal on the less efficient 
small units. It is Mr. Ferguson’s under- 
standing that the tanker capacity 
(dirty bottom) required for Hartford’s 
grade of fuel oil represents only 5 per- 
cent of Eastern Seaboard needs, while 
gasoline, benzine and household oil rep- 
resent 95 percent of the tonnage. These 
plants burned 238,000 barrels of fuel 
oil and 96,000 tons of coal between 
June 1 and August 20, 1941. 


Sees Highway Lighting 
As Aid to Defense 


Main traffic arteries in the United 
States need more light rather than 
blackouts, and the same is true of 
proved traffic danger zones, according 
to C. A. B. Halvorson. consulting engi- 
neer, General Electric Co., at a recent 
conference at the Massachusetts Insti- 
tute of Technology. The exigencies of 
the defense program will increase the 
upward trend in night traffic accidents, 
Mr. Halvorson declared, until proper 
lighting facilities are put in use. The 
speaker said that even in normal times, 
with but 25 percent of the cars on the 
highways at night, evening accidents 
account for 60 percent of traffic fatali- 
ties. 

Referring to achievements at Hart- 
ford, Conn., Mr. Halvorson said that 
modernization of street lighting had cut 
the rate of accidents on 10 miles of 
relighted streets by 73 percent, with 
estimated net savings to the community 
in reduced accidents of over $93,000. 


Approves Line Extension 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission 
has granted the Wisconsin Power & 
Light Co. permission for a 21-mile ex- 
tension of its rural electric lines in 
Exeter, Mt. Pleasant and Albany town- 
ships, Green County; Springvale and 
Wyocena townships, Columbia County, 
and Wilson township, Sheboygan 
County. 


ELECTRICAL 


MEETINGS 


International Association of Electrical Inspectors 
—Northwestern section, Winthrop Hotel, Ta- 
coma, Wash., September 2-5. F. D. Weber, sec- 
retary, P. O. Box 70, Portland, Ore., western 
section, Hotei St. Paul, St. Paul, Minn., Sep- 
tember 8-10. F. H. Moore, secretary, 320 N. 
Meridian St., Indianapolis, Ind.; eastern section, 
Mayflower Hotel, Washington, D. C., Septem- 
ber 22-24. F. N. M. Squires, secretary, 85 John 
St., New York, N. Y.; southern section, Mc- 
Allister Hotel, Miami, Fla., September 29- 
October |, Joseph Whitner, secretary, P. O. 
Box 1743, Atlanta, Ga. 


Pennsylvania Electric Association—Annual conven- 
tion, Bedford Springs Hotel, Bedford Springs, 
Pa., September 3-5. A. B. Millar, managing 
director, State Street Bldg., Harrisburg, Pa. 

New York State Association of Municipal Electric 
Utilities—Annual conference, Jamestown, N. Y., 
September 3-5. Thomas J. McKee, secretary, 
ae Board of Public Utilities, James- 
town, 


Maryland Utilities Association—Mid-year conven- 
tion, George Washington Hotel, Ocean City, 
Md. September 5-6. W. Cook, secretary, Po- 
tomac Edison Co., Bldg., Frederick, Md. 


American Chemical Society—Symposium on Elec- 
trical Insulation, sponsored by the committee 
on chemistry. National Research Council, At- 
lantic City, N. J., September II. R. N. Evans, 
Consolidated Edison Co., 55 Johnson St., 
Brooklyn, N. Y 

Rocky Mountain Electrical 
vention, Stanley Hotel, Estes Park, Colorado, 
September I1I-13. George E. Lewis, manager, 
Gas and Electric Bldg., Denver, Colo. 


Wisconsin Utilities Assocziation—Accounting sec- 
tion, electric, gas and transportation. Law- 
sonia Hotel, reen Lake, Wis., September 
12-13; electric section, Hotel Schroeder, Mil- 
waukee, October 13-14. A. F. Herwig, execu- 
tive secretary, Room 502, Brumder Bldg., 135 
West Wells St., Milwaukee, Wis. 


Illuminating Engineering Society — Annual con- 
vention, Atlanta-Biltmore Hotel, Atlanta, Ga., 
September 22-25. Frank G. Horton, executive 
secretary, 51 Madison Av., New York, N. Y. 


Association of Iron and Steel Engineers—Annual 
convention, Cleveland Public Auditorium, Cleve- 
land, Ohio, September 23-26. Brent Wiley, 
alia director, Empire Bidg., Pittsburgh, 
a. 

Indiana Electric Association—Annual fall meeting 
French Lick Springs Hotel, French Lick, Ind. 
September 24-26. R. E. Bloosom, secretary, 1414 
Circle Tower, Indianapolis, Ind. 

Southeastern Electric Exchange—Engineering and 
operation section, Suwanee Hotel, St. Peters- 
burg, Fla., September 25-26. J. W. Talley, 
executive secretary, 303 Haas-Howell Building, 
Atlanta, Ga. 


Electrochemical Society — Fall meeting, Chicago, 
Ill., October 1-4. Colin Fink, secretary, 
Columbia University, New York, N. Y. 


Edison Electric Institute—Meter and service com- 
mittee, New Ocean House, Swampscott, Mass.. 
October 2; prime movers committee, St. Louis, 
Mo., October 6-7; electrical equipment com- 
mittee, Hotel Cleveland, Cleveland, Ohio, 
October 13-14; transmission and_ distribution 
committee, Netherland-Plaza Hotel, Cincinnati, 
Ohio, October 20-22. Col. H. Bennion, 
managing director, 420 Lexington Av., New 
York, N. Y. 

Public Utilities Association of the Virginias — 
First annual convention, The Greenbrier, White 
Sulphur Springs, W. Va., October 3-4. A. Bliss 
McCrum, secretary, 612 Charleston National 
Bank Bldg., Charleston, W. Va. 


National Electrical Contractors Association—Fal! 
meeting, Rice Hotel, Houston, tex., October 
6-8. L. W. Davis, general manager, 420 Lex- 
ington Avenue, New York, N. Y. 

American Institute of Electrical Engineers — 
South West district, Coronado Hotel, St. Louis 
Mo., October 8-10. H. H. Henline, national 
secretary, 2? West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 


American Society of Mechanical Engineers — 
Fall meeting, Louisville, Ky., October 13-15. 
C. E. Davies, national secretary, 2? West 39th 
St., New York, N. Y. 


National Electrical Wholesalers Association — 
Semi-annual convention, Hotel Statler, Detroit, 
Mich., October 14-17. E, Donald Tolles, manag- 
ing director, 165 Broadway, New York, N 


American Welding Society—Annual meeting in 
conjunction with National Metal Exposition, 
Bellevue Stratford Hotel, Philadelphia, Pa. 
October 19-24. Miss M. Kelly, secretary, 
West 39th St., New York, N. Y. 

National Electrical Manufacturers Association — 
Annual meeting, Waldorf-Astoria Hotel, New 
York, N. Y., October 27-31. W. J. Donald, 
managing director, 155 East 44th St., New 
York, NM. Y. 
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INTERCONNECTION—Anaconda substation, northern terminus of the recently completed tie-line between systems of the Utah 

Power & Light, Idaho Power and Montana Power systems. The 277-mile, 161-kv. line that takes off from this point will deliver 

35.000 kw. of surplus power from Montana to potential defense industries in Idaho and Utah. The line and substations 
were built in record time. In the background is the Anaconda smelter stack, the largest in the world 
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INDUSTRY 


PICTURES 


“hot” wires. Safety precautions to be observed 
cuits are taught to Chicago smokeeaters with this 
talled by Commonwealth Edison Company in the 
Inspecting the job are Division Fire Marshal J. 
the utility's overhead construction department 


BIBLICAL — Full up and running over.” The waters of Lake Mead. storage for Boulder 
Dam, conform to the Biblical definition of full measure early in August as they spill over 
for the first time. The lake has been filling for 6¥2 years. Picture shows the spillway on 


Arizona side 


ADDITION — Scheduled to go into op- 
eration this fall, an addition of 50,000 
kw. will bring the capacity of the 
Bryce E. Morrow plant of Consumers 
Power Co. near Kalamazoo to 120,000 
kw matching an expansion of equal 
amount now in progress in company’s 
John C. Weadock plant at Bay City 
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TODAY THEY'RE FASTER. The above photograph shows 161 kv “De-ion Grid” 

Oil Circuit Breakers on a large eastern power system. Capable of much faster 
performance than their earlier predecessors, this type of breaker has become a tremen- 
dously important link in the transmission and distribution of power. 


THIS “DE-ION” GRID PIONEERED. 

Dr. Joseph Slepian, whose studies 

gave the industry the “De-ion” principle, is 
shown inspecting an early type “De-ion 
Grid” breaker which led to faster, more 
efficient circuit breaking. His work is one 
of the reasons why oil circuit breakers, 
today, are smaller, capable of highly repeti- 
tive service, oiltight and easier to maintain. 


SEALING WITHOUT GASKETS has 

been one of the major aims in bushing 
design since the beginning of the electrical 
industry. Now exclusive Westinghouse 
“Solder-Sealing” eliminates gaskets and 
provides full protection against moisture. 
This type of construction is available in all 
ratings up to and including 69 kv. 


EXPLORATION BY 
LABORATORY. 


This laboratory is one 
of the several which are 
available to aid Westing- 
house design engineers 
in testing and improving 
oil circuit breakers. 
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Energy Output Dip 
Less Than Seasonal 


Electrical energy distributed by the 
electric light and power industry in 
the week ended August 23 was 3,193,- 
404,000 kw.-hr., according to the Edison 
Electric Institute. 

While this was a decrease from the 
preceding week, the dip was less than 
seasonal—only 0.25 percent. As a re- 
sult, the increase in the week ended 
August 23 over the corresponding week 
of a year ago rose to 17.7 percent, the 
largest since the week ended July 19, 
when it was 18.0 percent. 

With the exception of the New Eng- 
land and West Central areas, all of the 
seven major geographic regions shared 
in the increased gain over a year ago, 
indicating that generally increased in- 
dustrial activity accounted for the 
smaller-than-customary dip. While the 
margin over a year ago rose to 24.2 
percent in the Southern States, a year 
ago this section was running well below 
the national average. 


Weekly Output Millions Kw.-Hr. 
1941 1940 1939 


Aug. 23 3.193 Aug. 24 2,714 Aug. 26 2,434 
Aug. 16 3,201 Aug. 17 2,746 Aug. 19 2,454 
Aug. 9 3,196 Auq. 10 2,743 Aug. 12° 2,413 
Aug. 2 3,226 Aug. 3 2,762 Aug. 5 2,413 
July 26 3,184 July 27 2,761 July 29 2,342 
July 19 3,162 July 20 2,681 July 22 2,378 


Per Cent Change from Previous Year 
Week Ending 
a 
Aug.23 Aug. 16 Aug. 9 


New England ..... +20.1 +23.0 +21.9 
Mid-Atlantic ..... +15.1 +13.2 +15.5 
Central Industrial +20.2 +19.4 +21.0 
West Central ... +16.2 +175 +19.5 
Southern States +-24.2 +21.8 +15.9 
Rocky Mountain + 4.5 + 3.1 + 5.4 
Pacific Coast .... *410.3 *%4+9.0 *+4 8.7 











Total United States... +17.7 +16.6 +16.5 
* Percentage should be higher—data under 
revision, 


Billions of Kw-Hr. 
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New Haven Street 
Lighting Advances 


In a program designed to raise gradu- 
ally the standards of street lighting in 
New Haven, Conn., the United Illumin- 
ating Co. is now carrying out a “sample 
area” modernization scheme which it is 
hoped will lead to community-wide bet- 
terment. A selected district in the vi- 
cinity of Whitney Avenue and State 
Street is being improved as a demon- 
stration of what can be done. The pre- 
vious lighting was by 292 80-cp. radial 
wave reflector units and 292 600-cp. 
Form 6 incandescents. This will be su- 
perseded by 229 100-cp. lamps, 179 250- 
cp. G.E. Form 72’s and 226 600-cp. 
G.E. Form 79’s, 

The major objective is to emphasize 
pavement brightness, increasing this 
fourfuld along Whitney Avenue, using 
125-ft. staggered spacings. In the area 
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as a whole the illumination will be ap- 
proximately doubled, with an increase 
in operating expense to the city of but 
10 percent. 


Canadian Output Drops 


Output of Canadian central electric 
stations in June totaled 2,560,060,000 
kw.-hr., compared with 2,805,394,000 
kw.-hr. in the preceding month and 
2,578,883,000 in June, 1940, according 
to figures recently released by the Do- 
minion Bureau of Statistics. This is the 
first decline from the similar month in 
the preceding year since last November. 
The six-month period ended with the 
aggregate production of 15,732,379,000 
kw.-hr., compared with 14,969,503,000 
kw.-hr. in 1940. Exports to the United 
States dropped from 210,495,000 to 
187,044,000 kw.-hr. during June. 
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Louisville Gas Official 
Answers Ash Complaints 


In answer to complaints of merchants 
in downtown Louisville that merchan- 
dise stocks were being damaged by 
flyash from the six big stacks of the 
Waterside plant of the Louisville Gas & 
Electric Co., Robert Montgomery, vice- 
president, issued a statement to the 
effect that the company was under 
forced production of energy to meet de- 
fense requirements and, in addition, 
prevailing winds at this season shift 
from South to North, resulting in cin- 
ders, which, under normal circum- 
stances, would fall in the river to the 
north of the plant. 

Because of low stages in the Ohio 
River, production of hydro current has 
been below normal, with the result that 
the big steam plant has been driven 
harder than normally and flyash can 
hardly be avoided. 
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EWS ABOUT PEOPLE 


Assigned Broader Duties 
by Jersey Utility 


Halsey D. Polhemus, vice-president of 
the Jersey Central Power & Light Co., 
Asbury Park, N. J., has been elected 
executive vice-president of the company. 
Mr. Polhemus began his career as a 
newspaper man, but entered the utility 
field in 1923, starting first in the financ- 
ing and promotion side of the business 
and later becoming identified with the 
holding and management branch. With 
the formation of Jersey Central Power 
& Light Co. in 1925 he returned to 
Asbury Park, where he had spent part 
of his journalistic career, from New 
York, becoming vice-president of the 
utility. 

Robert R. Bollinger, formerly general 
auditor and assistant treasurer of the 
company, was named vice-president in 
charge of finance and as treasurer. A 
native of Philadelphia, Mr. Bollinger 


R. R. Bollinger 


began his work in the utility business 
there in 1916, serving in the accounting 
and management end of the American 
Railways Co., later the American Elec- 
tric Power Co. As traveling auditor for 
American Electric Power, he was 
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H. D. Polhemus 


assigned to the Monmouth Lighting Co. 
at Keyport, N. J., a subsidiary company. 
When Monmouth Lighting was 
merged with other companies to form 
the Jersey Central Power & Light Co. 
in 1925, Mr. Bollinger took up his work 
at the general office in Asbury Park, 
serving as general auditor, assistant 
treasurer, and now as vice-president. 


> Cart D. Dimitry. who has been elec- 
trical field engineer for the Copper 
Wire Engineering Association, Wash- 
ington, D. C., for the past three years, 
has resigned to become sales engineer 
for the Phelps Dodge Copper Products 
Corp. His territory will cover the states 
of Wisconsin, North and South Dakota 
and Minnesota, with ultimate headquar- 
ters at Chicago, II]. 


> Ricnarp H. Grecory. comptroller of 
the Western Electric Co. for more than 
30 years and a director for more than 
twenty, will retire on August 31 after 
43 years of Bell System service. 
S. WALLACE MurRKLAND, assistant comp- 
troller since 1927, was elected a di- 
rector and will succeed Mr. Gregory 
as comptroller. 


ELECTRICAL 


Penn Edison Co. Promotes 
Reed: Scholl Retires 


John C. Scholl, general superintend- 
ent of production, Pennsylvania Edison 
Co., Altoona, and dean of the company’s 
employees, retired from service Au- 
gust 1 after completing 51 years of serv- 
ice in the electric utility field. Mr. Scholl 
will be succeeded by Elmer F. Reed. 
who has been assistant superintendent 
of production since 1930. 

Mr. Reed entered the services of the 
Penn Central Light & Power Co. in 1922 
as combustion engineer at the Williams- 
burg and Warrior Ridge plants. In 1923. 
when the Saxton plant was built, he was 
promoted to efficiency engineer at that 
plant. He left Saxton in 1928 and be- 
came efficiency engineer of all the Mid- 
west Utilities corporations in Pennsy]- 
vania and Ohio. In 1930 he was ap- 
pointed assistant to the general super- 
intendent of production at Altoona, Pa., 
the position he occupied until the pres- 
ent time. Mr. Reed is a member of the 
Altoona Engineering Society and has 
served for ten years as a member of the 
prime movers committee of the Penn- 
sylvania Electric Association. 

Mr. Scholl joined the Edison Electric 
Illuminating Co., Altoona, as an engi- 
neer in 1890 and became chief engineer 
in 1902. In 1910 the Edison and an- 
other utility in the city were acquired 
by the Penn Central Light & Power 
Co. through Day & Zimmermann and 
Mr. Scholl was appointed assistant su- 
perintendent of power plants. 

During the World War he was ad- 
vanced to the position of general super- 
intendent of production, the position he 
has held until the present time. 


> Leo C. Rocurorp, executive assistant 
to the vice-president of the Central 
New York Power Corp. at Potsdam. 
N. Y., has been appointed resident man- 
ager in Oswego, effective September 1. 
succeeding Carl F. Mowry, who has 
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been promoted to the position of power 
representative for the Utica district of 
the company. Mr. Mowry has been in 
Oswego since 1931, when he became 
new-business manager for the Oswego, 
Fulton and Pulaski areas. In 1938 he 
became resident manager. Mr. Roch- 
ford was formerly associated with the 
power company in Oswego as assistant 
superintendent of the electric depart- 
ment. In 1933 he was appointed safety 
and personnel director for the company. 


> W. M. BALLeNncer has been appointed 
to the position of assistant district engi- 
neer of the General Electric Co.’s cen- 
tral district. Mr. Ballenger has been a 
member of the company’s central dis- 
trict application engineering section 
since 1928, specializing in steel mill 
and associated industrial problems. He 
has been connected with the General 
Electric organization since 1923. 


> F. W. Busu has been appointed assist- 
ant to the manager of the electrical 
department of Allis-Chalmers Manufac- 
turing Co. J. F. Setiers has been 
appointed engineer in charge of d.c. 
design. The sales section of the trans- 
former division will henceforth be 
divided into two sections, with G. W. 
CLOTHIER in charge of transformer sales 
and R. Bett in charge of feeder voltage 
regulator sales. 


> Jutian Hinps, for the past eight 
years assistant chief engineer of the 
Metropolitan Water District of South- 
ern California, has been appointed 
general manager and chief engineer to 
succeed the late Frank E. Weymouth. 
An engineering graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Texas, Mr. Hinds has been 
in charge of all engineering design 
work on the Colorado River Aqueduct 
since the organization of the Metro- 
politan Water District in 1930. From 
1910 to 1926 he was in the service of 
the U. S. Reclamation Bureau, direct- 
ing the design of a large number of 
the largest dams in the West. After 
three years engineering work in the 
Republic of Mexico, Mr. Hinds joined 


the Los Angeles Department of Water”, 
and Power as engineer in charge of 


hydraulic design, entering the service 
of the Water District in 1930. 


> Ratpn A. BLoomsgurc, who has been 
connected with the Niagara Hudson 
system for a number of years, has re- 
cently been made general manager .of 
the Coal Merchants Mutual Insurance 
Co.. New York. A graduate of Johns 
Hopkins University and Columbia’s 
school of engineering, Mr. Bloomsburg 
served during the World War in the 
U. >. Navy’s bureau of steam engineer- 
ing. He entered the insurance field in 
192]. as supervisor of workmen’s com- 
pensation, public utility and automobile 
surance in the underwriting depart- 
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ment of the Utilities Mutual Insurance 
Co. After serving that company for 
seven years as chief engineer he re- 
signed to take charge of the accident 
prevention program of the New York 
Power & Light Corp. In 1930 he organ- 
ized the self-insurance claims depart- 
ment of the New York Power & Light 
Corp. He became chairman of the Ni- 
agara Hudson Power system’s safety 
committee in 1931. Mr. Bloomsburg is 
a member of the accident prevention 
committee of the Edison Electric 
stitute. 


In- 


H. M. Hubbard New Head 
of Elliott Company 


Howard M. Hubbard, who was re- 
cently elected president of the Elliott 
Company, Jeannette, Pa. (ELECTRICAL 
Worip, August 16, page 16), joined 
that organization after serving as presi- 
dent and general manager of the Green- 
field Tap & Die Corp., Greenfield, Mass. 

During his business career Mr. Hub- 
bard has established an impressive rec- 





ord in the fields of industrial production, 
finance, marketing and management. 
Upon his return to America, following 
the World War, Mr. Hubbard spent a 
year at the Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology and then got a degree in 
mechanical engineering from Northeast- 
ern University in Boston. His first busi- 
ness experience was in the shops of the 
Bullard Machine Tool Co., Bridgeport, 
Conn. This experience led to his com- 
pleting his formal education with a de- 
gree from the Harvard Graduate School 
of Business. 

In 1930 Mr. Hubbard joined the Har- 
ris-Seybold-Potter Co., Cleveland, serv- 
ing as comptroller, secretary and treas- 
urer and managing director of the com- 
pany’s Seybold and Canadian divisions. 
He resigned to affiliate himself with the 
Greenfield Tap & Die Corp. 

Mr. Hubbard takes office Septem- 
ber 1. 
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OBITUARY 


> Lynvon E. Fox, 60, since 1930 super- 
intendent of the lighting facilities of the 
River Works of General Electric, for- 
merly connected with the transformer 
department aud with the company for 
38 years, died at his home in Lynn, 
Mass., on August 19. 


> Horace A. STAPLEs, vice-president in 
charge of engineering of the Phelps 
Dodge Copper Products Corp., New 
York, died on August 25 at his home 
in Plainfield, N. J., after a heart attack. 
He was 61 years of age. 


> THomas W. GaAnciorr, technical 
manager of the Hazard Insulated Wire 
Works Division of the Okonite Co., died 
August 10, after a brief illness, in 
Wilkes-Barre, Pa. He was 49 years of 
age. Following a technical education 
at Cornell and Lehigh Universities, Mr. 
Gangloff entered the employ of the Haz- 
ard Manufacturing Co., insulated wire 
division, Wilkes-Barre, in 1916 in the 
chemical laboratory, and some years 
later was advanced to the position of 
chief chemist. In 1928, when the Oko- 
nite Co. acquired the plant, he was 
appointed technical manager of the 
Hazard Insulated Wire Works Division. 
Well known for his development work 
in rubber insulations, Mr. Gangloff was 
active in the affairs of the rubber sec- 
tion of the American Chemical Society, 
the National Electrical Manufacturers 
Association and the Insulated Power 
Cable Engineers Association. 


> Grover E. GERALD, district manager 
of the Florida Power & Light Co. at Fort 
Myers, Fla., died suddenly on August 9, 
of a heart attack, at Hendersonville, 
N. C., where he had gone with his family 
for a short vacation. He was 51 years 
of age. Mr. Gerald had been light com- 
pany manager at Fort Myers since 1918. 
He entered the service of the old South- 
ern Utilities Co. 25 years ago in Punta 
Gorda and in 1918 was transferred to 
Fort Myers as manager. When the 
Florida Power & Light Co. bought out 
the company Mr. Gerald was continued 
as manager. 


> Daniev H. Bearps_ey, retired electric 
superintendent of the Alma (Mich.) di- 
vision of the Consumers Power Co., was 
drowned while fishing at Loon Lake 
near Alma, on June 25. Mr. Beardsley 
had retired as superintendent at Alma 
in 1939, after spending sixteen years in 
that position. He was born at Branford, 
Conn., in 1876. Years ago, while with 
the General Electric Co., he had helped 
in the development of the early series 
arc lighting systems. For twenty years 
he was superintendent of the Citizens 
Electric Co. at Battle Creek before it 
was absorbed by the Consumers Power 
Company. 
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ANUFACTURING-MARKETS 


York Ice Forms Pool 
to Build Army Guns 


An ordnance order amounting to 
approximately $2,000,000 has _ been 
awarded by the Army to the York Ice 
Machinery Corp. as prime contractor 
under the “York Plan” of pooling men 
and machines fer co-operative com- 
munity defense work on large Govern- 
ment contracts. 

This plan has been widely publicized 
and recommended by OPM and the 
National Association of Manufacturers 
as a pattern for other industrial com- 
munities throughout the country. When 
bids for the gun carriages were asked 
for several months ago, York consulted 
with executives and engineers from the 
S. Morgan Smith Co., A. B. Farquhar 
Co., Ltd., Brandt-Warner Manufactur- 
ing Co., Read Machinery Co. and other 
York firms. After studying the plans 
and checking available machinery and 
man-power in York and neighboring 
communities, this group decided they 
could handle the job and shortly were 
able to produce an exact estimate of 
materials and primary and sub-contract 
work. The bid was submitted to Army 
ordnance officials through the York Ice 
Machinery Corp., as prime contractor, 
and accepted. 


Cutler-Hammer Plans 
Dividend Payments 


Declaration by Cutler-Hammer, Inc., 
of a 35-cent dividend payable Septem- 
ber 13, as compared with 40 cents the 
preceding quarter and 50 cents paid a 
year earlier, does not indicate any ad- 
verse turn in the affairs of the company. 

The company in 194] has been aim- 
ing at dividend disbursements at least 
equal to the $1.50 a share paid in 1940. 
Rather than make four distributions of 
37% cents each, which would make the 
paying checks come out uneven, the 
directors elected to pay 35 cents on 
March 15, 40 cents on June 14 and 
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35 cents again September 13. It is ex- 
pected the final dividend will be a 
minimum of 40 cents, thereby reaching 
at least last year’s level. 

Incoming business has continued good 
with the upturn in the last two months 
somewhat sharper than in the period 
immediately preceding. Materials pro- 
curement has not as yet caused any 
major interference with production or 
shipments. 

e 


Occupies New Office 


Pennsylvania Transformer Co. has 
moved its offices to larger and finer 
quarters, a beautiful 35-room mansion 
at 808 Ridge Avenue, Pittsburgh. It is 
located in the old “Millionaires’ Dis- 
trict” and is the home built in 1910 
by B. F. Jones, Jr., of the Jones & 
Laughlin Steel Co. 


Johns-Manville Forms 
New Service Unit 


Announcement has been made by 
Lewis H. Brown, president, that the 
Johns-Manville Corp. had completed a 
contract with the War Department to 
proceed at once with the construction 
and operation of a $27,000,000 shell- 
loading plant, near Parsons, Kan. 

In his letter to stockholders, Mr. 
Brown stated that “in order to keep 
these operations separate from our reg- 
ular business, we have organized a 
subsidiary known as J-M Service Corp. 
The cost of the work, including working 
capital, will be financed by the govern- 
ment. Construction will probably re- 
quire a year; operation thereafter will 
depend upon the wishes of the War 
Department.” The plant will cover 25 
square miles, comprise about 400 build- 
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EXPANDS FIVE TIMES!—A partial view of the new factory space in Bridgeport, Conn. 

where production has begun on the General Electric automatic electric blanket for 

1941-42. Moved into another building, the electric blanket section is occupying space that 
will provide five times as great production as it formerly had 


ELECTRICAL WORLD e@ 


August 30, 141 





Oe 


ings, 75 miles of track and 100 miles 
of road, and employ 8,000 persons. 

Directors of the corporation recently 
voted to retire on October 1 by lot 
25,000 of the 50,000 shares outstanding 
of the 7 percent cumulative preferred 
stock at $120 each, plus accrued divi- 
dends. Of the 75,000 shares originally 
outstanding, 7,500 shares were retired 
on April 1, 1940, and 17,500 on January 
1 this year. 


Wage Rate Basis Changed 
by Sangamo Electric 


Sangamo Electric Co., Springfield, 
Ill., has made an integral part of wages 
of employees, the 15 percent temporary 
addition granted workers some time ago 
when living cost increases became ap- 
parent. The statement issued by the 
company said: 

“Effective September 1, the base pay 
of all Sangamo hourly wage employees 
will be increased to include the 15 per- 
cent which is now used in calculating 
pay and which has been referred to as 
our 15 percent wage adjustment or 
bonus. As most of our employees will 
remember, this wage adjustment was 
established in the years following the 
depression as a temporary addition to 
the compensation of Sangamo em- 
ployees. The action the company is now 
taking establishes this 15 percent as a 
permanent part of the basic pay struc- 
ture.” 


Get U. S. Lease Agreement 
for $9,066,964 Plant 


Defense Plant Corporation, a sub- 
sidiary of RFC, has authorized the 
execution of a lease agreement with 
Allis-Chalmers Manufacturing Co., Mil- 
waukee, Wis., to provide for the con- 
struction and equipment of a plant at 
Greenfield, Wis., at a cost of $9,066,964. 

It is estimated that approximately 
$4,105,438 of this amount will be used 
for land and buildings and $4,961,526 
for machinery and equipment. These 
facilities will be furnished at the request 


of the War Department and will be’ 


used in the production of bomber equip- 
ment, 


A 


New York Metal Prices 


Aug. 27, ‘41 Aug. 19, ‘41 
Cents per Cents per 
Pound Pound 
Copper electrolytic 12.00* 12,00* 
lead, A. S. & R. Price 5.85 5.85 
Antimony ..... 14.00 14.00 
Nickel, Ingot 35 00 35.00 
Zinc Spots 7.64 7.64 
In, Straits 52.00 52.00 
Aluminum, 99 percent 17.00 17.00 


“Delivery Connecticut Valley. 
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Field Reports on Business 


Industrial activity continues at high levels, with emphasis on defense produc- 
tion. The effects of the priority system are now being felt throughout the 
country. Buying in anticipation of the tighter installment credit terms and fear 
of shortage of materials are stimulating retail sales. 


NEW YORK 


In an effort to meet the demand for 
goods of almost all kinds, industrial activ- 
ity has risen to the highest level on record. 
Products in demand are not confined to 
materials for the defense program or of 
the heavy industries, but are in the pro- 
ducers’ and consumers’ group as well. 

In the New York district department 
store sales last month showed main-store 
increases averaging 21 percent over July, 
1940. Major appliances, exclusive of re- 
frigerators, were up 123 percent; refrigera- 
tor sales rose 54 percent. A number of 
lamp manufacturers have advanced prices 
about 10 percent to cover recent increases 
in material costs. 

Engineering construction awards last 
week, totaling $80,161,000, were 12 percent 
below the preceding week and 38 percent 
under the volume for the corresponding 
1940 week, as reported by Engineering 
News-Record. The week’s volume brought 
1941 construction to $4,205,394.000. an in- 
crease of 102 percent over the 34-week 
period last year. 


NEW ENGLAND 


Tightening deliveries due to the ex- 
pansion of the defense program and in- 
creasing consumption of raw materials 
by manufacturers are bringing the im- 
portance of utility priorities into the 
center of the stage. Equipment makers 
are urging that power companies put 
themselves into the strongest possible 
position with respect to obtaining priori- 
ties to insure that defense power necessi- 
ties shall be met without delav. Stocks 
of electrical material are diminishing 
rapidly in wholesaling and manufacturing 


circles, and producers of material dis- 
tributing through jobbers are stressing 
the importance of order identification 


with defense work wherever feasible. 
Steam plant turbo-generator negotiations 
aggregating 20.000 kw. are under con- 
sideration for central-station installation. 
Utilities are busy on line extensions and 
industrial substation work. Five elec- 
trically operated pumping stations, each 
to be equipped with two 500-hp. motor 


units, are scheduled for early construc- 
tion (with one more station having en- 


gine drive) on the Portland-Montreal oil 
pipe line, which is to save tanker travel 
on the long sea route now employed. 
Industrial equipment sales are ex- 
tremely active. Jacobs Manufacturing Co., 
Hartford, Conn., has installed a 75-kw. 
“Tocco” heat-treating unit. A layout of 
Trumbull bus duct has been provided 
for the company’s new Elmwood factory. 
Wiremold Co. has purchased a_ 5-ton 
Wright electric crane for steel handling. 
B. C. Ames Co., Waltham, Mass., maker 
of precision machinery and dial gauges, 
has installed a 10-kw. American harden- 
ing furnace for bench lathes, and 10 kw. 
in additional lighting. Sessions Clock 
Co.. Forestville, Conn., has purchased a 
6-kw. infra-red oven for drying clear 
lacquer on clock parts. A signal manu- 
facturer has added 50 kw. in electrical 


equipment; Crompton Loom Works, Wor- 
lighting 


cester, has installed fluorescent 
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and air conditioning in its sales engineer- 
ing and order department, and fluorescent 
units have been extensively purchased for 
the office section of the Boston Army Base. 


The increasing number of materials 
coming under priority ratings is begin- 


ning to take toll among small manufac- 
turers. Returns from a survey conducted 
by the Illinois director of labor indicate 
that 25 manufacturers will be forced to 
reduce emplovment and production be- 
cause of inability to secure necessary 
materials. In the meantime, however, 
eTorts are being made to secure defense 


orders or sub-contracts for such indus- 
tries to avoid any drastic shifting of 
labor. 


Meanwhile there is ample evidence that 
inflationery forces are in action. Sharp 
gains in retail trade indicate a virtual 
rush to buy consumer goods, while whole- 
salers are establishing huge backlogs in 
the demand’ for additional merchandise. 

With emphasis on defense production, 
industrial activity continues at high 
levels. During the past month 54 plant 
expansion programs were undertaken in 
this area at a cost of $12,356,000. Allis- 
Chalmers Manufacturing Co. will con- 
struct a bomber equipment plant at 
Greenfield, Wis., at a cost of $9,066,964, 
including machinery. 

New street lights, costing $158,000, will 
be installed in various parts of the city. 
Bids were requested on eleven remote 
control oil switches. Defense orders for 
electrical equipment placed here last week 
included frequency meter sets, $566,868; 
switchboards, $341,120; portable drills, 
$147,469: furnaces, $96,500; transformers, 
$10,404; switches, $64,280; generator sets, 
$72,725; rectifiers, $11,783; ranges, 
$21,105: wire and cable, $10,864; insula- 
tors, $30,730. 


PACIFIC COAST 


August has marked the first actual 
Pacific Coast realization of the priority 
system and its effect upon the average 
job and contractor. It was definitely an 
educational month, facing the first serious 
and widespread electrical shortages. 

Railroad purchasing of electrical main- 
tenance material is brisk, including car- 
loads of iron wire and _ steel strand, 
a $75,000 annual Mazda lamp require- 
ment contract, and siding signals and 
automatic controls for a 30-mile relocated 
section of track near Shasta Dam. 

Much heavy machinery is ready for 
purchase, low bidders being $866,000 by 
S. Morgan Smith for three 34,600-hp. tur- 
bines and $73,950 by Woodward for their 
governors for Keswick plant; $597,000 by 
Allis-Chalmers for one 103,000-hp. turbine 
and $27,580 by Woodward for its gover- 
nor for Coram plant; $84,844 by Gen- 
eral Electric for switchboard and switch- 
gear for Shasta plant and $184,558 by 
Wolfe & Mann for its main control and 
battery auxiliary equipment, all this ma- 
terial being intended for the central 
California Valley project. 
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Utility Stocks and Bonds Turn Upward 
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Slight gains in the prices of utility securities during the past week carried the 
“Electrical World” stock index up to 23.4 from 23.3 the preceding week; last year, 28.6. 
Bond index, 105.8: last week, 105.7: last year, 105.8 


5S. B. Way Interprets 
Wisconsin Deal 


Securities and Exchange Commission 
last week gave permission to the Wis- 
consin Electric Power Co., Milwaukee, 
to acquire from the North American 
Co. all of the outstanding common 
stocks of Wisconsin Gas & Electric Co. 
and the Wisconsin-Michigan Power Co. 
in exchange for 1,265,000 shares of the 
Milwaukee company, according to an 
announcement by S. B. Way, president 
of Wisconsin Electric Power. 

Although widely heralded as the first 
step in a possible later merger of the 
three companies, a statement on the 
matter to ELectricaL Worip by Mr. 
Way implies that no such merger is at 
present contemplated. “Although the 
acquisition of the common stocks of the 
two smaller companies by the larger 
company will facilitate a merger of those 
companies if such a move appears de- 
sirable at any time, no such merger is 
contemplated at this time,” Mr. Way 
declared. 

“The acquisition of the common 
stocks of the two companies will only 
effect a change in the corporate rela- 
tionships of the three companies. but 
will in no wise affect the operating poli- 
cies or operating personnel of the three 
companies.” according to Mr. Way. 
“These three companies have for many 
years been essentially under one man- 
agement. The new corporate relation- 
ships will not disturb important econ- 
omies arising from joint use of facili- 
ties, but, on the contrary, will insure 
the continuation of such economies in 
the interest of consumers and investors 
in the future.” 

The SEC said the record in the case 
“is replete with evidence of economies 
resulting from the unified and coordi- 
nated operation of the three companies, 
which might be jeopardized if they 
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were not under a common management, 
as would be the situation if North Amer- 
ican determined to dispose separately 
of its interest therein.” 

Wisconsin Electric told the commis- 
sion that the plan would provide a single 
integrated system which would be of 
mutual benefit to consumers and invest- 
ors of all three companies. 


Orders Dissolution 
of National Power 


Dissolution of National Power & 
Light Co., sub-holding company of the 
Electric Bond & Share Co., was ordered 
this week by the Securities and Ex- 
change Commission. 

The decision to dissolve National 
Power turned essentially on questions 
whether it unduly complicated the cor- 
porate structure of Bond & Share and 
whether its voting power was equitably 
distributed. The commission’s opinion 
was especially strong in the case of 
inequality of voting power and called 
National Power’s system capitalization 
figures “entirely misleading.” Both 
companies were ordered to submit 
plans for the dissolution of National 
Power & Light. 

In commenting on the order P. B. 
Sawyer, president of National Power & 
Light, said: 

The calling of a hearing for September 
15 by the SEC on the application filed by 
this company for the proposed exchange 
of National Power & Light Co. preferred 
stock for Houston Lighting & Power Co. 
common stock and the entry of the SEC 
order for the dissolution of National Power 
& Light Co. paves the way for the submis- 
sion of further steps in liquidation. As we 
reported to our stockholders in our last 
annual report, dissolution of National 
Power & Light Co. has been under dis- 
cussion for some time. 

If the National-Houston exchange ap- 


plication is granted and the exchange of 
stock is effected, the result will be the re- 
tirement of substantially all the Naticnal 
Power & Light preferred stock. Since the 
first of the year National has retired $13,- 
275,000 of its debentures in preparation for 
liquidation and en August 23 called for 
retirement an additional $2,459.000 of its 
debt. Thus there will be outstanding only 
$2.000.000 debentures and a small amount 
of assumed debt... . 


Court Restrains Meeting 


Judge Edwin T. Dickerson of the 
Baltimore Supreme Court has signed a 
final injunction restraining a group of 
stockholders of International Utilities 
Corp. from convening in an extraordi- 
nary session. The group has been seek- 
ing to effect a change in the manage- 
ment of the corporation. 





Ruled Not Holding Units 


Securities and Exchange Commission 
has held that Wisconsin Securities Co. 
of Delaware, Marion Finance Co., Ter- 
race Finance Corp. and Columbia Con- 
struction Co. are no longer holding com- 
panies within the meaning of the Act 
of 1935 since disposing of stocks in 
Mississippi Valley Public Service Co. 
and Eastern Oregon Light & Power Co. 
The order adds that Terrace Finance 
Corp. remains an affiliate in respect to 
Eastern Oregon as holder of 1011 shares, 
5.48 percent, of voting securities. 


SEC Publishes Survey 


The Securities and Exchange Com- 
mission has published a volume of re- 
ports of the survey of American listed 
corporations, a WPA study sponsored 
by the SEC. These reports present in- 
formation based on registration state- 
ments and annual reports filed with 
SEC. The report includes companies of 
electrical supplies and equipment. 





Utility Reports 


Net Income 

1941 1940 

*Birmingham Electric . $683,425 $596,754 

*Central Ariz. Lt. & Pwr.. 695,570 887,076 

*Cincinnati Gas & Elec 3,478,174 3,438,029 
*Columbia Gas & Elec. and 

ee 10,300,909 14, 163,832 

tDetroit Edison and subs.. 11,714,285 10,536,307 

*El Paso Elec. (Tex.) 5 610,783 463,683 
tElectric Pwr. & Lt. and 

and subs. . 5,756,859 6,544,100 


*Mississippi Pwr. & Lt... 324,748 462, 188 
*Northwestern Electric .. 470,472 549,761 
*Pacific Gas & Elec..... 23,249,150 25,307,311 
tPublic Serv. of N. J and 

WES Soins sn oke co's 22,949,775 24,686,524 
*San Diego Gas & Elec 2,014,068 | 608,834 
*Wisconsin Pwr. & Lt 1,769,991 1,537,789 





*Twelve months ended June 30. 
tTwelve months ended July 31. 
tTwelve months ended May 31. 
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ELECTRICAL WORLD @ August 30, /94! 












41 


England Has System 
to Fix Power Breaks 


Establishment of a “national pool of 
emergency spares” has facilitated 
prompt restoration of disrupted service 
in England. The program is adminis- 
tered by the Central Electricity Board 
and the money for it was advanced in 
equal shares by the electric utility in- 
dustry and the government, according 
to information communicated to Davis 
M. DeBard of Stone & Webster Serv- 
ice Corp., by J. N. Waite, manager of 
S. E. Division Central Electricity Board. 
Stocks of transformers, switchgear, 
cable, overhead line conductors, insula- 
tors—everything to reestablish service 
—have been established in suitably dis- 
persed locations throughout the coun- 
try. The pool is available to any under- 
taking and all cooperate in supplying 
man-power in instances of extended 
damage. 

Before the war started all under- 
takings had been urged to increase 
substantially their normal stocks of 
essential spares. The pool is a back-up 
supply of relatively large quantities. 
The stocks (in addition to barrier walls 
to protect important plant items against 
blast, splinters and fire) have reduced 
greatly restoration times. 

Priorities for current supplies are 
now allocated by a central priority de- 
partment with much less confusion than 
originally experienced due to competi- 
tion between equally vital needs. “High- 
est priority is immediately available for 
all material required to maintain supply 
and also for extensions required to give 
new supplies to war factories or to make 
good damage from enemy action.” 

A London power station had been in 
the target area for bombs day and night 
for a month. It had been hit twice and 
the blasts had removed all windows and 
doors and most of the roof covering. 
Nevertheless the supply was not inter- 
rupted. One heavy bomb knocked out 
the grid transformers and switchgear. 
but these were quickly replaced from 
the pool of emergency spares and in- 
stalled without aid of lights by courage- 
ous workmen oblivious of continuing 
raids. The 132-kv. lines of the grid have 
never failed to be repaired before the 
next darkness despite daylight bombing. 
machine gunning and the presence of 
delayed-action unexploded bombs. 


New York Air Conditioning 


Electric air conditioning installations 
placed on the lines of Consolidated 
Edison Company of New York, Inc., 
from January through June, 1941, num- 
bered 305 totaling 5.848 hp. These in- 
cluded 315 self-contained air condition- 
ing units amounting to 1.236 hp. 
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Sales Opportunities 


Jackson, Micu.—Consumers Power Co., 
Jackson, has plans for five new power sub- 
stations, one to be located on local site, 
two at Flint, Mich., and two at Kalama- 
zoo, Mich., to be used primarily for in- 
creased service for industrial plants in 
respective areas. Work is scheduled to 
begin soon. 


ALEXANDRIA, La.—City Council plans 
expansion and improvements in municipal 
power plant, with installation of equipment 
for increased capacity. A fund of about 
$275,000 will be arranged for project. 


PascacouLa, Muiss.—Ingalls Shipbuild- 
ing Corp. plans installation of motors and 
controls, switchgear, transformers and 
other power substation apparatus, duct 
lines, electric lighting facilities, conveyors, 
electric hoists and other equipment in ad- 
dition to shipbuilding plant, consisting of 
two new shipways, three outfitting docks, 
shops and other structures. Cost reported 
in excess of $2,800.000, including machin- 
ery. Company is affiliated with Ingalls Iron 
Works Company, Birmingham, Ala. 


BALTIMORE, Mp.— Consolidated Gas. 
Electric Light & Power Co., Baltimore, has 
authorized further additions to new River- 
side steam-electric generating station, now 
in course of construction, to duplicate an 
initial installation of a 67,000-hp. turbine- 
generator unit, high-pressure boiler and 
accessory equipment. Generator will be 
furnished by General Electric Co., and 
boiler unit by Babcock & Wilcox Co.., 
awards for other equipment will be made 
at a later date. Present station is sched- 
uled for completion in 1942 and will rep- 
resent an investment of about $6,500,000: 
expansion will be carried out closely fol- 
lowing and will be ready for service about 
a vear later. Cost reported close to $5,000,- 
000, including enlarged switchyard, exten- 
sions in transmission lines and other oper- 
ating facilities. 


SEATTLE, WaAsH.—Isaacson Iron Works, 
Inc., 2917 East Marginal Way, manufac- 
turer of iron and steel products, heavy 
marine forgings, etc., plans installation of 
motors and controls, transformers and ac- 
cessories, switchgear, industrial lighting 
system, electric hoists, convevors and other 
equipment in new plant on four-acre tract 
of land at Duwamish Waterway, to consist 
of several large one and multi-story build- 
ings for production of forgings for Govern- 
ment. Cost estimated at $2.600.000, includ 
ing site, buildings, machinerv and equip- 
ment: fund in that amount will be secured 
through Defense Plant Corporation, Wash- 
ington. D. C., a Federal agency; this sum 
is scheduled to be increased at later date 
to total of about $3.500.000, for proposed 
expansion in initial works. 


Musxocer, OKLA.—Grand River Dam 
Authoritv. Vinita, Okla., plans extensions 
in transmission lines for service at Cookson 
Hills armv cantonment of Government, 
vieinitv of Muskogee and Braggs, including 
switching station and terminal substation 
for distribution. Cost estimated close to 
$150.000. Financing is heing arranged 
throuch Federal aid. W. R. Holwav. 302 
East Eighteenth Street, Tulsa. Okla.. is 
consulting engineer for Authority. 


Denver, CoLto.—-Bureau of Reclamation, 
Denver, receives bids until September 9 for 
six radial gates and radial gate hoists, 
various sizes, for Madera Canal, Friant 
Division, Central Vallev project, Calif. 
(Specifications 1554-D). Also, at same time 
for four fixed-wheel gate frames for fixed- 
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wheel gates at inlets to Friant-Kern canal 
outlet at Friant Dam, same project (Speci- 
fications 1552-D). Equipment in both cases 
will be installed by Government. 


Ancota, N. Y.—Niagara, Lockport & 
Ontario Power Co., Buffalo, N. Y., plans 
immediate construction of new  transmis- 
sion line from power substation at Angola 
to Perrysburg, N. Y., about 9% miles, cross- 
ing Cattaraugus County Indian Reservation 
for distance of about 3 miles, for power 
service at J. N. Adam Memorial Hospital, 
Perrysburg. Permission has been granted. 
New line will replace an evisting service 
from power substation at Olean, N. Y. 


Sunnysipe, Wasu.—Pacific Power & 
Light Co., Portland, Ore., plans extensions 
in 660-volt transmission line in Sunnyside 
district for power supply for new local 
plant of Morningside Milk Company, now 
in course of construction and estimated to 
cost close to $200,000. Power substation 
will be constructed on plant site for distri- 
bution service. Substantially all equipment 
in dairy products plant noted will be elec- 
trically-operated. 


Hampton, Va.—Board of Directors, 
Hampton Institute, has plans under way 
for new steam-electric generating station 
for service at institution, including light, 
power and central steam-heating. Cost re- 
ported over $600,000. Wilev & Wilson, 
American Building, Richmond, Va., are con- 
sulting engineers. 


Ma.Liarb, Iowa—City Council receives 
bids until September 15 for construction 
of building for new municipal power plant. 
K. R. Brown, Valley Bank Building, Des 


Moines, Iowa, is consulting engineer. 


Hor Sprincs. S. D.—Bureau of Reclama- 
tion, Denver, Colo., will carry out Horse 
Camp dam project on Cheyenne River. 
near Hot Springs, in near future and has 
secured appropriation of $3.93800C for 
project. Hydroelectric power station will 
form part of construction program. to be 
eauipped for an initial capacitv of about 
3000-kw. A transmission line will he built, 
with power substation facilities. Provosed 
storage reservoir will have capacity of 
about 300.000 acre-feet. 


KITTANNING, Pa.—Linde Air Products 
Co.. Inc., 30 East Forty-second Street, New 
York, N. Y., manufacturer of industrial 
oxygen, acetylene gas, and welding appara- 
tus. plans installation of motors and con- 
trols. transformers and accessories. recula- 
tors, industrial lighting system, duct lines, 
convevors, electric hoists and other eauip- 
ment in new branch plant near Kittanning, 
where site of about 100 acres of land is 
being secured. A series of one and multi- 
storv production units will be built. with 
auxiliary structures. Fntire nroiject is re- 
ported to cost over $2.509009. Company 
is a snbsidiarv of Union Carbide & Car- 
bon Corporation, first noted address. 


ALEXANDRIA, VA.—Virginia Public Serv- 
ice Co., Alexandria, will take bids soon for 
addition to local steam-electric generating 
station, where new 15.000-kw. turbine-gen- 
erator unit, high-pressure boiler and auxil- 
iary equipment will be installed. Orders 
for equipment are being placed. Work is 
scheduled to be carried out in 1942, and 
will form part of expansion program for 
that year, previously noted in these col- 
umns, for which an appropriation of ap- 
proximatelv $4.000.000 will be arranged. 
Atlantic Utilitv Service Corp.. 61 Broadway, 
New York. N. Y.. is engineer. 
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EW EQUIPMENT 


Inkless Recorder 


New inkless recorder has a 30-in. chart 
which has a speed of one inch per day. 
Inkless recording mechanism makes an im- 


* 


Type "'CF-I" 
voltmeter type. 
ectady, N. Y 


slow-speed inkless recorder, 
General Electric Co., Schen- 


pression by pressing the chart against a 
typewriter ribbon. Recorder is said to func- 
tion accurately in temperatures ranging 
from —10 F. to 120 F. It is obtainable as an 
ammeter or a voltmeter. 


Bill Receipter 


With a new desk model machine for bill 
receipting, the operator slides the receipt 
into the chute, indexes the amount on the 


Bill receipting 110 or 220 volts 
a.c. or d.c. Burroughs Adding Machine Co.., 
Detroit, Mich. 


machine: 
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keyboard and depresses the motor bar, the 
machine automatically writes the date and 
signs the form with an authorized signature. 
Both the signature die and the accumulated 
total figures are under lock and key and the 
machine itself can be completely locked 
to prevent its use by an unauthorized 
person. 


Oscillators 


Recently developed _ resistance-tuned 
audio-frequency oscillators are suitable in 
production testing, maintenance and devel- 
opment work. They have only three controls 
on the panel. Two models have a trans- 
former-coupled output amplifier which will 
deliver one watt into a matched load. Two 
other models have a_ resistance-coupled 
output amplifier to provide uniform output 
voltage over their frequency range. 


Model "200'' resistant-tuned audio-frequency 
oscillators; frequency ranges from 7 cps. to 
200 kc.; frequency drift less than 2 percent 
under normal temperature conditions; power 
supply, 115 volts, 60 cycles, 50 watts. Hew- 
lett-Packard Co., Palo Alto, Calif 


Fluorescent Luminaires 


two or three 40-watt fluo- 
The Edwin F. Guth Co., St. 


Futurliters: use 
rescent lamps. 
Louis, Mo. 


Futurliters have construction which per- 
mits direct ceiling illumination and _pro- 
vides 45-deg. lamp shielding with egg-crate 
louvers or 273-deg. with open bottom. 
Sections may be added to original system. 
Further to increase illumination levels, a 
third row of lamps can be added to the 
original two 40-watt units by inserting new 
ballast and lampholders. They are avail- 
able for ceiling or suspended mounting and 
can be installed individually or in continu- 
ous TOWS. 


BUYING ELECTRICAL EQUIPMENT? 
McGraw-Hill’s Electrical Buyers Reference 
is a convenient place to look first for 


manufacturers’ product data, names and 
addresses. 


ELECTRICAL 


Welder 


For use in welding light gage metal, 
castings and drive shafts, general mainte- 
nance, and light production work, a.c. 
welder has adjustment of welding current 


"Midget Marvel WT-I'' Flexarc welder: weld 
ing current range 20 to 140 amp.; full-load 
rating 110 amp., 30 minutes, 30 load volts 
when used on 220-volt, 60-cycle lines. West- 
a Elec. & Mfg. Co., East Pittsburgh, 
a. 


by fifteen steps with proportioned incre- 
ments between steps. Accessories included 
are electrode lead and holder, work lead, 
helmet, a supply of electrodes and a primary 
cable for connection to the power supply. 


Oil Filters 


Types "'PQ-5"' and ''PQ-I"' permanent magnet 
ferrofilters; capacity 90 and 5 g.p.m., re- 
spectively. S. G. Frantz Co., Inc., 161 Grand 
St., New York, N. ‘Y. 


Two additional sizes of filters, one having 
a capacity larger and one smaller than 
previous machines, have been added to the 
company’s line. All sizes have screens and 
permanent magnets, to remove coarse and 
microscopically fine iron from lubricating 


oil. 
e 


Arc Crater Eliminator 


Electric arc crater eliminator is an- 


nounced for use where the presence of the 


typical crater at the end of a weld deposit 
is objectionable, making it possible to ac- 
complish a tapering off or a fading of the 
current instead of an abrupt change. It is 
an auxiliary device which is mounted on 
the body of the arc-welding generator, is 
connected in series with the excitation field 
of the generator and controlled by a switch 
which enables the operator to cut it in and 
out of the excitation circuit at will. 


"Stroco'' electric arc crater elimina 
Wilson Welder & Metals Co., 60 East 
St., New York, N. Y, 
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